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Pastor: Fr. Antonio Barol
Please Pray For…
Those who are sick, especially:
Erica Perk/Bernie Durand/Shirley Kloepfer/Dolores
Flood/Josef and Hermie Jandristis,

Weekly mass schedule
Wednesday: 5:30pm- Mass at Rectory
Thursday & Friday: 9:00am—Mass at Rectory
Saturday: 4:00pm – Mass at St. Thomas More
2:45 – 3:45 pm - Confession and Rosary
Sunday: 9:00am –Mass at St. Thomas More
8:15-8:45am – Confessions and Rosary
11:00am – Mass at St. Bernadette, Nestleton
PLEASE ORDER YOUR 2021 SUNDAY MISSAL ($5.00)
Instructions for obtaining your new missal:
To avoid contact to printed materials and many hands
handling it, I would suggest you either send me an email
(office@stthomasmillbrook.ca) or call the rectory (1-705400-7888). Please specify your choice of picking up your
missal, either at the Church or at the Rectory.

Fr. Antonio Barol - Message for the 1st Sunday of Advent
Dear sisters/brothers, parishioners of St. Thomas More and St. Bernadette,
Greetings and blessings of good health and good things in life from God our loving Father, his Son Jesus who is to
come again and by the Holy Spirit who journey with us towards eternal life.
Welcome to the new Church liturgical year of Advent in cycle B of our readings. The cycle A,B,C of the liturgical
year gives us the opportunity to cover the three synoptic gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. In this cycle B, we
start reading the gospel of St. Mark, which is the shortest of the three synoptic gospels.
Advent has a twofold nature: It prepares us for Christmas, when we recall Christ's first coming among us, and it is
also a time when we look forward to his second coming at the end of ages. Advent is a season of joyful expectation, let us not get distracted with the commercial aspect of the season which, instead of a joyful spirit people are
stressed out because of the material preparation such as buying gifts, decorations and planning for some get together. Let us keep in mind the government's call to a limited gathering due to the rise of the Covid transmissions.
God is calling us to a spiritual preparation that we may welcome Him to be born into our warm hearts rather than
be born again in a cold manger. As Catholic Christians we are aware of the commercialism of Christmas, so let us
make a difference in the world by slowly moving away from a commercialized Christmas. Let us keep Christ in
Christmas and greet people Merry Christmas. The number one symbol of Christmas is not the tree or the other big
guy but the nativity set where the Holy Family is depicted together in the stable.
During Advent, each Sunday's Gospel reading has a specific focus. The Old Testament readings, especially those
taken from prophet Isaiah, are prophecies about the Messiah and messianic times. The selections from the writings
of the Apostles present exhortations and instructions on different themes of this season. Although it is a festive
season, the vestment use is purple to create a sober atmosphere to the point that the song of praise, "Glory to
God" is omitted so that on Christmas Eve mass our hearts will be filled with joy when singing the Gloria.
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Prophet Isaiah in the first reading gave us a bleak picture of what happens over time when the people of God live
by their own devices. His plea of reconciliation reminds us that the God of Israel is the only God, no matter where
or when the people have sought other gods. They find themselves in the emptiness of their disobedience, far from
God's saving mercy. If at times we have become like the people of Israel, forgetting all the good and wonderful
works that the Lord has done for us, then in this season of Advent we too can cry out to God using the response to
the psalm, "Restore us, O God, let your face shine that we may be saved." In this time of the pandemic, let us continue to cry to the Lord in prayer that he will send His Angels and Saints to drive this Coronavirus away from us and
heal the world. It is time to adjust our lifestyles to conform to the will of God in everything we do. Let us go another
mile in our spiritual life and in our spiritual preparation for Christmas.
St. Paul in the second reading wrote to the Christians of Corinth, encouraging them to continue the good works
they had shown to one another in their testimony. They are not lacking in any spiritual gift as they wait for the
revealing of the Lord. St. Paul wrote to them, "He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord." Let us take the words of St. Paul, that we too may be found blameless when the Lord comes and that
God will strengthen us, especially as we continue to experience the effects of this pandemic and many of our sisters
and brothers have become stressed and worn out to the point of despair that they disregard the call of the government and health experts and they want to do according to their own wish and plans. For us who believe that God
has a better plan let us continue to pray, be patient and to cooperate until the situation improves and the sick are
healed. Advent is waiting and so let us wait patiently for God to heal the world from this pandemic.
Jesus in the gospel of Mark reminds us to keep alert for we do not know when he is coming again. When the
Messiah came on the first Christmas, people were not aware and even if Jesus had spoken and did some deeds of
power through his miracles, especially his healing, still they did not accept him as the Messiah, because He was not
even close to their criteria of the Messiah, from Nazareth they despised the place, "is there anything good that will
come out of Nazareth?" He was from the lowly family of Joseph, a carpenter and Mary an ordinary housewife. From
the point of view of the religious leaders, there was nothing glamorous about Jesus they respect and believed in
Him but the ordinary people who were longing for redemption and healing they were amazed with his words and
his deeds. Until now our Jewish sisters and brothers are still waiting for the Messiah while we are waiting for the
second coming. We are part of the Gentiles who believed in Jesus as the Messiah, and we pray for our Jewish
sisters and brothers that they open their eyes and hearts to the Scripture, as proclaimed by the prophets especially
Isaiah and all of the Old Testament pointing to Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament writings. We are the
people Jesus mentioned in the later part of the gospel of St. John, "Blessed are those who have not seen me, yet
they believed."
In this time of Christmas preparation, we hear on the radio or see on the TV commercials about the Christmas/
holiday season. In this time of the pandemic people still have the urge to buy presents. It is good to give something
to special people in our life, but more than buying presents is to be present to those special people. It is hard
indeed especially with some areas that are in lock down, but we can use the modern communication to be present
to them. People wrap gifts for someone but try to wrap that someone with your love. People shop for food but
don't forget to donate some food also, for there are many sisters and brothers who lost their job due to the
pandemic who now rely on the food bank to compensate what they lack, so give generously to the food bank. As
Michael Jackson said in his song, "there's no greater gift than there is love, so why don't you give love on Christmas
day." Therefore as Jesus said in the last part of the gospel, "And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake."
Quote of the week: "Learn to love without condition, talk without bad intention, give without any expectation and
most of all care for people without any reason." (unknown author).
MISSALS: When I was writing this pastor's message the bookstore advised they are on the way.

